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Frequently Asked Camp Amicus Questions

1. Q: Which is the right camp for my child? 

A: The camps are similar as far as content and activities go.  The differences are in the age groupings and the length of time available for the campers.  The longer the camp, the more social skills strategies will be taught.  If a child is eligible to attend more than one camp based on the age requirement, it is best to figure out if they associate better with an older or a younger group- can they be a leader in a younger group or are they better off following the example of an older group?
2. Q: Who is eligible?


A: Children with a diagnosed or suspected learning disability, and/or ADHD who have attended and been accepted based on an intake interview.  
3. Q: What is the definition of a learning disability?


A: Children with a learning disability have an average or above average IQ but have a neurological deficit in one or more areas of learning.  The Learning Disabilities Association of Canada gives this definition. http://www.ldac-taac.ca/english/defined/definew.htm 
4. Q: What is an intake interview? 


A: The interview is to ensure that there is a good fit between what the camp can offer and what the child/youth needs.  We ask parents questions like: How does your child do socially?  What is your biggest concern? Has the school expressed any concerns? How do you deal with your child’s behaviour?  We ask children questions such as how do you get along with the other kids in school? What do you think people like about you?  What do you think people might not like about you? What do you like to do in your spare time?
5.  Q: How do I set up an intake interview? 

A: Simply call the LDAA-CC office program department at 403-283-6606 ext. 102 or email programs@LDAA.net to arrange a time when the camper and a parent can attend an interview.  We are available Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and can make exceptions for early mornings or late afternoon/early evenings. 
6. Q: Is there still room in the camps?

A: Camps do fill up.  Camp registration is on a first come first serve basis for accepted participants.  To reserve a space in the camp, we require a current LDAA-CC membership and a $60.00 deposit. 
7. Q: How much does the camp cost?

A: Cost of the camps is based on the type and length of the camp.  Some parents are able to obtain FSCD (Family Support for Children with Disabilities) funding for their child to attend camp. Or, depending on income and number of people in the household, you may qualify for a subsidy.  Subsidies are available through the generous support of donors.  To apply, you must complete a subsidy form and provide proof of income.  Subsidy forms may be printed off our website.  For additional information on cost of the camp, contact the LDAA-CC directly through e-mail (programs@LDAA.net) or telephone (403-283-6606 ext. 102). 
8. Q: What is the training and experience of the counsellors?

A: Counsellors are provided with about 2 weeks of extensive training prior to the camp beginning.  They are usually university students who have completed at least 2 years and are in a human services field.  Our preference is for Education, Social Work, Psychology, Disabilities or Child Studies students.  Head counsellors and more senior staff are almost always camp staff who have been with us at least one summer. 
9. Q: Can I call my child during the camp?  

A: While direct phone calls to your child will not be allowed, you are welcome to call the program director if you have any questions about how your child is doing.  Parents are encouraged to write 2-4 letters and give them to the counsellors at camp drop off.  The letters will then be given to your child throughout the week.  Likewise, children will not be allowed to make calls home.  They will be encouraged to write letters to their parents to be delivered before pick up by the program director.
10. Q: What if my child hates the camp or gets homesick? Can I come get him/her?
A: While it is a possibility to come get your child, it will be discouraged.  Counsellors are used to dealing with homesickness and upsets so the children will be encouraged to think of other things, write letters home etc instead of going home.  Calling parents to pick up their child will be a last resort.

